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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1 -1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a judicial exception 
of 35 U.S.C. and is not directed towards a practical application of the judicial exception. 
The claims do not require a particular machine to implement the method and there is 
not a particular transformation of a particular article. For instance, the method could be 
operated by one person standing in a parking lot and someone driving around them in a 
vehicle and shouting back and forth to each other (the communications unit and 
stationary system) information about the vehicle. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 10 recites the limitation "the vehicle equipment" in line 4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. 



Application/Control Number: 10/554,085 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3664 

7. Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the current partial section" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Flick, 
2005/0190080. 

10. Flick discloses dividing the route into a plurality of partial sections, defining for 
each section a required information flow from the vehicle and adapting the 
communication to the definition in paragraphs 95, 96, 97, 161-167, 171-194, 213-216, 
221-237, 239, and 266-275; creating a set of parameters which define at least one of 
when messages should be sent and contents of the messages, communicating the set 
to the vehicle so that the communication unit is capable of adapting to the 
communication in paragraphs 171-194; associating each partial section with one of a 
plurality of predetermined classes, which define an adaptation of the information flow 
and determining which class the current partial section is associated with an adapting 
the communication according to this class in paragraphs 171-194; shifting between 
time controlled communication and time controlled communication in paragraphs 222- 
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237; changing a longest time period which is allowed to pass before the next messages 
are sent, changing the fixed longest section along which the vehicle is allowed to travel 
before the next messages are sent, indicating fixed points along the route at which 
messages are to be sent, indicating an event which is to initiate transmission of a 
message, affecting the contents of the message, the message contains information 
about at least one of vehicle position, speed, and state of the vehicle equipment in 
paragraphs 222-237; associating each partial section with one of a plurality of 
predetermined classes, which each define an adaptation of the information flow and 
determining which class the current partial section is associated with and adopting the 
communication according to the class in paragraphs 171-194. 
1 1 . The examiner would like to note that using the language like "capable of (see 
claim 2) does not limit the invention to having to perform the function recited after the 
"capable of. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN J. BROADHEAD whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6957. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
or Tuesday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



12. /Brian J. Broadhead/ 

1 3. Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



